PLANNING INFORMATION

Attached is a list of potential objections against the Proposed Golf Driving Range in Springfield Park, Rochdale. The planning proposal has been submitted by Link4Life with approval from the Rochdale Council Lib-Dem Cabinet.

It would be advisable to use only one objection per letter.

All letters of objection should be sent to:

Rochdale MBC

Planning and Regulation

P.O.Box 32

Telegraph House

Baillie Street,

Rochdale

OL16 1JH

· We only have ONLY 21 DAYS to submit letters of objection, taking us up to 11th October.
· During a Planning Application hearing, objectors must (in their objection letter) state that they wish to address the committee. They will be given 2/3 MINUTES ONLY to express their views. Only different views will be heard by the committee so check with other people who wish to speak that you have a different objection. This time frame is strictly controlled so it is a good idea to make brief notes/bullet points and time them.

· If you do not wish to speak at a committee meeting you can arrange for someone else to do this on your behalf, but this must be made clear to the committee in your letter. You must also make sure the person you have elected to speak has your permission in writing.

· Only structured letters with LOGICAL & LEGITIMATE objections will be accepted. Letters with ANGRY or personal comments or invalid objections such as ‘walking your dog’ will not be considered.

· Be aware that Councillors tell their electors that they are not allowed to discuss planning applications – THIS IS NOT TRUE – unless they are a member of the planning committee.

· The decision is usually made within eight weeks of submission.

· If the application is to be heard at a planning committee you are entitled to inspect a copy of the Officers Report to Committee. This is usually ¾ days prior to the committee and sets out the Planning Departments full consideration of the various planning matters, including a discussion of any objections/supporting statements. 

INFORMATION included in letters of objection (Optional)

· Tie in the FoSP ‘Vision Plan’ specifically relating to the future use of space.

· Stress the extent of Local & Community group support for the park. 

· You can include a ‘brief’ knowledge of the site if known.

· Keep letters where possible to 1x A4 side page. If the letter is too long or detailed the information may not fully read or appreciated.

· Remember to keep a copy of your letter.

· Emphasise all the community activities that will be affected (only chose 2 or 3 items)

1. Loss of community leisure space

2. Girl Guides & Scouting activities for the North West

3. Castleton Carnival

4. Informal Cricket and football now, and potentially Springfield Park teams in the future

5. Community and Family fun and sports days

6. Autumn and Summer Fairs

7. Exhibitions e.g. Kite Flying, Classic Cars, Archery

********************************************************************************

INFORMATION included in letters of objections (obligatory)

· Make sure the official Planning Policy Reference number is on your letter 09/D52450 dated 17th September 2009.

· Make sure you include in your letter “I reserve the right to submit further information”

********************************************************************************

Checklist for Letter of Objection


1. Have you included your correct contact/address details?



2. Official Planning Reference number?


3. Specific Objection e.g. Loss of Landscape, Intrusive Fence, Floodlighting etc?


4. Rochdale UDP/LDF Policy number & details relating to objection?


5. Statement “I reserve the right to submit further information”?


6. Request to speak at the Committee Meeting (if desired)?


7. If a representative is to speak on your behalf, this is stated in your letter?



8. Is the Official Objection letter to the point, brief and 1 x A4 sided?

9. Have you kept a copy of the letter?


       

































































