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Yo xy discussion with you I now
snclose four copies of a memorandum which I have
endsavoured to keep &8 short as practical, but which .
I trust nevertheless adequately explains the genersl . __
position in these cases,

Onoce this has been considered I shall be

happy to smplify the note or attend upom you to
further discuss the matter, and in any event we shall

»ost ¢ have to meet to discuss the future
precautions may have to be taken, :
I have sted that wvhen we are attending

the Courts in Belfast it will be helpful if IMr. Wilson
attends with us, and that may well afford a useful
opportunity for discussion of tions to be takem,
particularly as Iftr. Button also be available,
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iaw duty and cases considered by Senior and Jurio- Ccunsel,
toth in this country, in Scotl = s, hcve all

resulted in their advi rito tke claims
on the merita., '

In recent yeard the W T%&%ﬁ. |
izcreesed, primarily be \QRQ‘EE& by ecsuate
~¢dlcsl diagnosis followrBE GFon much research into <he

sudbject of respiratory disabilities by the Occu;ath:aI
Zealth Depsrtments attached to the lerger Teackirg Fospitals.

It 18 now clearly estdblished that where
cabestosls bodies present {n the lungs have caurci fidrotic
cnanges lung cancer may well follow. Thus cases previously
diagnosed as bronchitis or lung cancer are now more
accurately diagnomed as esbestosis or lung cancen
tssociaced with or caused by asbestos.

We have dver the years been able to talk cur
way out of cleims or compronise for comparatively small
amounts, but we have always recognised that at so-e stage
Solicitors of axperience assisted by a Legal Aid Certificate
or financed by a Union would, with the advance in cedical
imowledgo and the development of the law, and deing
prepared to undertake the work involved 4in a detailoed
investigation, recognise there is no real defence <o these
clains and take us to trisl. The most important
developmont in the law hss been the amendment of the
Lizitetion Acts, for previously a man's claim was barred
under the statutes of limitation unless he brought his
action at one time within six Years and more recently
within three years of contracting tho disease, whether or
not 1t had been diagnosed at that time. Thus a man nay
not Jmow he was suffering fron asbestosis which is of
gradusl onset until more than three Jears after it was
first contractod, or mey rot hove actually issued his
Froceedings within three years. This has always proved
one of our strongest negotiating veapons.gbut following
very strong comments by the House of Lords on the obvious
injustice which resulted the Limitation Acts have now been
azended so that a man or his dependents in a fatal case
can now bring their action, within broedly speaking, two
years of the date when the man first had knowledge he was
suffering from the disease. .



